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The most striking feature of M. Cumont's work is the parallelism 
which he shows to have existed between Mithracism and Chris- 
tianity {Conclusions, pp. 339-343, and Critique, passim). The 
common oriental origin ; the democracy, fraternity, and humility 
of the first communities; the identification of the object of adora- 
tion with Light and the Sun ; the legends of the shepherds with 
their gifts and adoration, the flood, and the ark ; the representa- 
tion in art of the fiery chariot, the drawing of water from the rock, 
etc.; the presence in the ceremonial of bell and candle, holy 
water, and the communion ; the doctrine of the immortality of 
the soul, the resurrection of the flesh, the mediation of the Logos 
emanating from the Divine, the atoning sacrifice, the constant 
warfare between good and evil and the final triumph of the for- 
mer — are some of the resemblances which he presents. They 
may be more apparent than real, but there is no escaping the 
conviction that they are as a whole grounded in a common 
eastern origin. M. Cumont, with just conservatism, does not 
presume to say that either religion borrowed from the other, 
except in the realm of art. The work is thus of great value to 
the student of Christian, as well as of classical antiquity. 

But M. Cumont deserves above all the thanks of the student of 
history — especially of religious history. His work is one of those 
which are invaluable for establishing the point of view so much to 
be desired but so rarely possessed — of the history of religious 
development as a continuous whole, of the supplanting of worn- 
out Graeco-Roman religion by the more fervent, more moral, and 
higher eastern religions, and the yielding of these in turn to the 
still more perfect Oriental religion, Christianity. With all the 
multitudinous details of M. Cumont's work, with all the problems 
it raises, and with all the force with which it makes the reader see 
how much and yet how little we know, it leaves him with distinct 
impressions and the feeling that the sum total of knowledge has 
really been advanced not only in the details of fact but in the 
larger ideas which make for intelligent living. 

University of Wisconsin. GRANT SHOWERMAN. 



Der Hannibalweg neu untersucht und durch Zeichnungen und 
Tafeln erlautert von Wilhelm Osiander, mit dreizehn 
Abbildungen und drei Karten. S. VIII-204. Berlin, 1900. 

In reading Osiander's book one is impressed with the thorough- 
ness with which he handles his subject. He has not only made 
an independent study of the original sources, but has made a 
careful study of the topography of the Alps, having himself 
travelled over all the various routes in question. The study of 
the books of the ancient historians has its value, but there is 
another book of equally great value, and that is the Book of 
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Nature. To the study of this book Osiander rightly attaches the 
greatest importance, adding that it is here that " he who seeks, 
finds." It is the same as saying that he who produces a work 
while centuries of monographs are looking down upon him from 
the shelves of his own library is at fault and his labor in vain, 
unless his conclusions harmonize with the statements of this 
book. The statements of the Book of Nature cannot be set aside. 
It holds the key to the situation. Osiander tells us in his preface 
that " Der Hannibalweg" is the final result of years of study and 
is the fruit of his tours in the Alps during the summer of 1899, 
when he travelled over the Great and Little St. Bernhard, the 
Great and Little Cenis, the Genevre, and Lautaret, and made a 
careful study of the topographical difficulties which beset the 
problem. The result has been a book of unusual interest and of 
lasting value, and one which cannot be disregarded by any one 
writing upon this subject. The conclusions reached by Osiander 
will come as a shock to the one who has settled down into a com- 
fortable position after reading Mommsen's and Ihne's masterly 
arguments for the Little St. Bernhard, though prepared in a way 
by Fuchs' (Hannibals Alpeniibergang, Wien, 1897), Marindin's 
(Class. Rev. XIII (1899) p. 238 f.) and Cocchia's (II Libro XXI delle 
storie di Tito Livio, p. 141- 156) strong reasons for the Genevre, 
and, if he is not thoroughly convinced after reading Osiander's 
work, will at least find it not so easy to be comfortable in his 
original position. 1 

At the present time it will be possible to give only a brief sum- 
mary of some of the main results, referring the reader to the book 
itself for the data by which these are supported. As preliminary 
to the main part of the book the author devotes 23 pp. to the dis- 
cussion of several important questions, as to the sources, where he 
decides tor Polybius as the auctor primarius. He then takes 
under consideration the various statements of this writer regard- 
ing distances, marches, geographical details, dates, etc. On p. 19 
Osiander gives Hannibal' s Itinerary, according to the modern 
mode of reckoning : Sets out from New Carthage Apr. 21 ; from 
the Ebro May 30; from Emporion July 10; from the Pyrenees 
July 18 ; from the Rhone Aug. 15 ; and begins the 15 days' 
passage of the Alps Sept. 6, arriving in Italy Sept. 20. In the 
first Chapter (24-40) O. lays down twelve fundamental proposi- 
tions as a basis for the discussion, the last being that the first 
people with whom Hannibal came into contact after crossing the 
Alps were the Taurini, a conclusion, which, he says, " stands 
fast " from Livy, 21, 38, 6 and follows indirectly from Polyb. Ill, 
60, 2 ; 8 ff. The second chapter is naturally an important one, 

1 The drift of opinion in recent years seems to be away from the theory that 
Hannibal crossed via the Little St. Bernhard. For strong objections to this 
route, together with arguments favoring the Mont Genevre, see especially : 
Woelfflin, Liv. XXI, 5. Aufl. (1900), p. 128 f. and Fiigner, Liv. R6m. Gesch., 
Hilfsheft (1901), p. 82 f. 
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as it is devoted to a criticism of the three opposing theories : A. 
Poeninus, requiring but two pages (42-44) ; B. Little St. Bern- 
hard, 1 more (45-64) ; C. Genivre, most (65-86), probably from 
its coming into such prominence in recent years. To these three 
routes he adds, as deserving honorable mention, Monte Viso 
(87-88). The third chapter is the main part of the work (107 pp.) 
and has four subdivisions; A. Introductory Marches (91-102) 
from the Ebro to the Rhone, via Nemausus to St. Esprit, where 
he crosses, then along the left bank of the river to Valentia, 
followed by a march along the valley of the Isara. B. Passage of 
the Alps (102-169) divided into 4 parts; I First 4 days ; from 
beginning of the ascent to the rest near Garocelum ; II From 5th 
to 8th day ; from G. to Leucopetron ; III 9th and 10th day ; 
heights of Mt. Cenis reached and halt on the plain of Medulina. 
Here arises the cardinal question : from what Mt. can a view of 
the plains about the Po be obtained ? Mt. Cenis alone stands the 
test. From the statements of both Livy and Polybius this is a 
requisite. Osiander quotes Marindin : " In fact, of all the compe- 
ting passes, the Cenis is the only one from the top (O. reads 
'op') of which any Italian view can be seen". O. corroborates 
this statement and emphasizes its importance. IV nth to 15th 
day : Descent to Ocelum. Osiander claims that the slopes of 
the Cenis both for the ascent and for the descent best meet the 
requirements of the accounts of Livy and Polybius, substantiating 
his statement by quotations from other travellers who had made 
a study of the topography of the Alps. Then follows C. Refuta- 
tion of the arguments usually brought against the Cenis theory 
(170-188), and D. Testimony of Antiquity for the Cenis Route. 
Osiander introduces his own investigation of this Route by re- 
counting the advocates of this view from two Italian scholars of 
the 16th century who first brought it into prominence, Maccaneo 
and Giovio, and the Swedish, German and French scholars, to 
Robinson Ellis and Colonel Perrin. 2 The book concludes with 
" Nachtr'age" (203-204) made at Grenoble, August, 1900. 

The writer feels that this brief summary has done but scant 
justice to the thoroughgoing investigation of Osiander, and the 
many important points that have been incidentally illuminated in 
the course of his work. The book as a whole deserves the 
highest praise. 

The College of the City of New York. LMORY r>. .LEASE. 

'With Osiander's view that the Crtmonis iugum of Coelius=the Little St. 
Bernhard, compare Sanders (Die Quellen contamination im 21. u. 22. Buche 
des Livius, Berlin (1898, p. 101). S. maintains, however, that Han. crossed by 
this route. 

' Osiander might well have cited also the eminent Russian scholar and mili- 
tary authority, N. S. Galitzin (cf. Allgem. Kriegsgesch. d. Alt. (1875), vol. Ill, 
P- 34)- 



